Our goal has been to have yearly discussions of important material in Quantitative Analysis of Behavior. Such discussion with publication would tend to accelerate the process by which Quantitative Analyses of Behavior would become the dominant approach to behavior analysis and learning in general. Its non-doctrinaire approach could help end the divisions that had grown up between the various disciplines in psychology, and their descendants . Most all chapters and papers resulting from the symposia were reviewed openly, the reviewers signing their comments. This has made the interchanges more constructive and civil.
The following year, Howard Rachlin joined Michael L. Commons, Richard J. Herrnstein, and John A. Nevin in organizing a program on Matching and Maximizing, held in early June, 1979 . Essentially, SQAB was run in the very early days by myself and Richard J. Herrnstein with consultations from John Anthony Nevin and Howard Rachlin. Herrnstein was the Harvard Faculty member who sponsored the symposia at Harvard. That way the space was free. Nevin and Commons would discuss what we thought might make good topics. Herrnstein and Commons would meet and make choices in consultation with Howard Rachlin and later Allan Wagner. The symposia usually lasted two days. At the end of the first day we would all go out to dinner together.
The books that resulted from the symposia were heavily peer reviewed. For the first two volumes, every manuscript was read carefully by all of us. Detailed suggestions were made to insure that what the author was saying was clear whether or not we agreed with it. All our own chapters were edited also by outside reviewers. Chapters were rejected along the way when time ran out and revisions were not complete. As the symposium went on, topics were solicited by the growing group of attendees both current and past. Associate editors came forth to do the symposium and the resulting book. Stephen Grossberg suggested that we have the people who presented review two or more chapters each to speed up the review process, which took an average of three years at the beginning. In 1991, Erlbaum terminated our publishing contract. As a result, the last book that resulted from the last Harvard Symposium on Quantitative Analysis of Behavior before it moved the Association for Behavior Analysis was published by Westview Press (Moss & Shettleworth, 1996 William Palya announced a SQAB website with the address http://sqab.psychology.org/. The website includes information on the Society, abstracts of SQAB conference papers, and highlights of the preeminent tutorials as well as the proceeding that are available to members only. Michael L. Commons has generated a listserver for SQAB. With it you can conveniently participate in extended discussions of fundamental problems in the quantitative analyses of behavior. To join, visit the SQUAB website.
At the Friday, May, 22, 1998, business meeting in Orlando, a plan was set forth to divide the running of symposia further by having a local arrangements person as well as an onsite registrar. William Palya designated the official name of SQAB members as "Sqabbies".
At the May 26, 1999 meeting, Peter Killeen was elected the new President of SQAB, and given a golden pigeon as a token of his new status. For Program Chair, Armando Machado was also elected and awarded a golden pigeon as well. William Palya informed the membership that there were requests for the SQAB tutorial tapes for instruction. SQAB decided that the tapes were the property of the organization and that the organization should receive any funds. The tapes are copyrighted. William Palya has set up a domain on the internet called http://Psychology.org. It has an encyclopedia of psychology as well as a variety of links to other sites concerning psychology. Each symposium on Quantitative Analyses of Behavior consists of a gathering of individuals who share data and theory. Based on the presentations, discussions, and interchange, participants submit their papers for an integrated special issue. Symposia take place the day before the annual meeting of the Association for Behavior Analysis: International. They continue into the morning of the next day. The sessions are highly interactive. Animal behavioral scientists, behavior analysts, computational scientists, economists, ethologists, neuroscientists, and psychologists, are actively involved in the organization. The symposiums usually have 75 to 200 attendees for an intensive 1½ day meeting plus a number of tutorials. The resulting works are widely distributed and cited. Those interested are encouraged to attend at the next ABA in Toronto.
